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An annual report offers a look in the rear-view
mirror. That said, it is important to look around
as one moves forward and refer to a map to
ensure one’s taking the best route.
As a collaborative, national organization, the
Barley Council of Canada (BCC) represents the
entire barley value chain. It is an honour to work
with individuals, representing producers, and
industry who are committed to the long-term
profitability and sustainable growth of Canada’s
barley industry.
When the Council was formed in 2013, it had the
vision to provide “a focused, national approach
that enhances the barley industry through
cooperation, collaboration, and innovation.” In
2020/21, BCC experienced a few bumps in the
road, yet it remained focused on providing value
to all stake-holders. It also experienced some
trade milestones that are reflected in positive
statistics.

According to the USDA, the global barley
industry reached a trade volume of 36.1 million
tonnes in 2020/21. China was responsible for
importing 12 million tonnes which is over
2 million tonnes more than its previous import
record. The malting and brewing industries
were responsible for approximately 30% of the
barley imported by China; however, there was
also an increase in their feed barley imports.
Previous work by BCC under Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada’s Agri-Marketing Program
focused significant market development work
to enhance barley exports to China. Canada
exported over 3.7 million tonnes of barley to
China, representing the largest program in
almost thirty years. This included a recordbreaking 1.6 million tonnes of malting barley
and 2.1 million tonnes of feed barley. One of
the key goals of BCC is to establish the premium
brand of Canadian barley. Another is to
maintain barley as a significant component
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of feed rations for international markets, as well
as the Canadian livestock industry.
According to a report released in 2018 by The
Conference Board of Canada, the beer economy
was responsible for injecting $13.6 billion into
Canada’s gross domestic product. It also
generated over $5.7 billion in taxes and
revenues to federal, provincial, and municipal
government sectors. Furthermore, the barley
value chain supported approximately 149,000
Canadian jobs with an estimated labour income
of $5.3 billion.
At the heart of so much that makes Canadian
barley successful is a national commitment to
research. The National Barley Cluster supported
twelve research projects from across Canada.
The over-arching Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP) represents a five-year, $3 billion
government commitment to the agriculture and
agri-food sector. As the administrators of the
Cluster, BCC is responsible for the $10.2 million
dedicated directly to the barley value chain.
2021 saw the conclusion of BCC’s two-year
Memorandum of Understanding and Service
Level Agreement with Cereals Canada (CC)
pertaining mainly to market access and the Keep
It Clean program. BCC and CC will continue to
collaborate on areas of common interest.

Market access that is impacted by Maximum
Residue Levels (MRLs) was also a key point of
focus for the work done by the Canadian
Malting Barley Technical Centre (CMBTC), the
Brewing and Malting Barley Research Institute
(BMBRI), and Cereals Canada on behalf of BCC.
In the past year, BCC underwent some changes
in personnel and opened the new year with a
change in management and location. Kara
Barnes, Director of Grower and Industry
Relations, also held the role of Cluster
Coordinator from its inception and continued to
oversee the research projects until the end of
July 2021. We acknowledge and thank her for
her contribution to BCC and wish her well in her
new endeavours. BCC also recognizes the work
of Erin Armstrong who served as Executive
Director until the end of December 2020.
Peter Watts, Jill McDonald, and Syeda Khurram
assumed responsibility for the management of
the organization, in addition to their demanding
careers, for January through July of 2021 and we
truly appreciate their efforts. The board of
directors and management team has
contracted AgriBiz Communications of
Saskatoon to perform the roles and responsibilities of the executive director and financial
management of both the National Barley
Cluster and BCC operations, as of August 1,
2021, and the office relocated accordingly.
I personally want to thank all the BCC members,
board members, and the management team for
their commitment and dedication to making a
stronger Canadian barley industry. The board’s
goal for the upcoming year is to focus its
priorities and demonstrate merit and
efficiencies to all the stakeholders by
collaborating with other organizations and
solidifying the Barley Council of Canada’s role as
the national voice for barley in Canada.
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The Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP) is a
five-year (2018-2023), $3 billion investment by
federal, provincial and territorial governments to
strengthen the agriculture and agri-food sector.
A priority area of CAP is to enhance the
competitiveness of the sector by advancing its
science and innovation capacity, and adoption of
innovative products and practices with a focus
on sustainable and clean production.
The Barley Council of Canada is the recipient and
administrator of the $10.2 million National
Barley Cluster under the Federal Government’s
CAP AgriScience Program on behalf of Canadian
barley industry funders. Barley Cluster funders
include: Saskatchewan Barley Development
Commission, Alberta Barley Commission,
Western Grains Research Foundation (WGRF),
Brewing and Malting Barley Research Institute
(BMBRI), Grain Farmers of Ontario, Producteurs
'
de grains du Quebec,
SeCan, Manitoba Wheat
and Barley Growers Association, and Atlantic
Grains Council.
The COVID-19 pandemic has had far-reaching impacts, including on the Barley Cluster. Some activities
fell behind schedule due to restricted access to facilities, cancelations of trials, and delays in field
evaluations and laboratory work. Despite the many delays and challenges caused by the ongoing
pandemic restrictions, research scientists and their institutions were able to find alternate solutions and
innovative ways to work around these issues and make significant progress towards their objectives,
with amended timelines and budgets in place. For example, the use of winter nurseries was increased
for the testing of early generation materials and a greater use of genomic tools assisted in reaching the
research goals for 2020-21. Fortunately, the 2020 crop season was considered favorable and the
weather did not impede the research.
In-person events were not an option in 2020 and virtual meetings and conferences became
commonplace. Knowledge and Technology Transfer activities were adapted as well to include more
digital and virtual formats to effectively communicate the Barley Cluster research. More details of the
National Barley Cluster can be found at www.barleycanada.com/research/.
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